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Biggest Fire in Chilean History Calls for Industry Aid 

 
Santiago, Chile – January 30, 2017 – Chile is burning, they need our help. Strong winds, hot 
temperatures and a prolonged drought have led to some of the most disastrous wildfires in Chilean 
history – destroying over 385,000 acres (160,000 hectares) of forest, covering 70 districts of Chile.  
 
More than 100 wildfires have broken out in the past few weeks and have spread rapidly across 
vegetation that has been dried by unseasonably high temperatures. More than half of these fires are still 
listed as uncontrolled and continue to damage farms, livestock, vineyards, homes, buildings and even an 
entire town. 
 
Agriculture Minister Carlos Furche has declared this a farming emergency; crops and vineyards have 
been destroyed. With Chile’s lucrative impact on the produce industry, an environmental catastrophe 
such as this will have a significant effect on farmers, growers, and possibly even service. 

 
President Michelle Bachelet of Chile has declared a state of emergency, and called for international help 
to fight the unrelenting fires “never seen in the history of Chile”. Spain, Peru, Mexico and the U.S. are 
among the many countries sending international aid including heavy equipment and light aircraft to 
supply water and flame retardants from the skies. 
 
A Boeing 747 “supertanker” arrived from the United States to help put out the fires in some areas. It had 
been paid for with a $2 million donation from the foundation of Lucy Ana Aviles, a Chilean who lives in 
Denver and is married to Benjamin Walton, a Walmart heir. 
 
More help is needed - with the destruction of crops, farms and the livelihood of our extended growing 
family of growers all across various regions of Chile, it is pivotal that the produce industry as a whole 
stands together in sending aid and salvation. Naturipe Farms is asking that all who can, especially those 
that have connections to produce in Chile to help. Please send donations to Desafio Levantemos Chile 
(www.desafiolevantemoschile.cl) 

 
### 

Naturipe Farms LLC is a grower-owned producer and international marketer of healthy, best tasting, premium berries.  With 
production primarily from multi generation family farms, located in the prime berry growing regions throughout North and 
South America.  The diverse grower base ensures year-round availability of “locally grown” and “in-season global” conventional 
and organic berries. Naturipe Farms, formed in 2000, is a partnership between Naturipe Berry Growers, Hortifrut SA, MBG 
Marketing and Munger Farms.  With sales and customer service offices located strategically throughout the USA & Mexico – 
Salinas CA., Grand Junction MI., Estero FL., Boston MA., Wenatchee WA., Atlanta GA., Guadalajara, MX. 

 


